
I am sending activities to revise Defining Relative Clauses and the contrast between past simple 

and present perfect.  
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Defining relative clauses give us information about things, people, possessions, places 

and times using a relative pronoun. 

 

1 Things (that, which or nothing) 

 A knife is an implement that cuts food or other things. 

 A computer is a machine which helps us do lots of different things. 

 

Note: ‘what’ is not possible here. 

 

2 People (who, that or nothing) 

 A cavalryman is a soldier who rides a horse. 

 A journalist is a person that reports the news. 

 

Note: We can leave out which, who and that if they are the object of the relative 

clause. 

 

 A knife is an implement (that) you use to cut food or other things. 

 Shoes are items of clothing (which) we wear on the feet. 

 

3 Possessions 

 He’s someone whose car is very important to him. 

 A widow is someone whose husband has died. 

 

4 Places (where, which/that + preposition) 

 We can refer to places in the following ways: 

 This is the town where I was born. 

 That’s the university that/which I was educated in.  

 

5 Times (when) 

 Holidays are a time when people go abroad. 

 Mornings are when I like reading the newspapers. 
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1 We use the Past Simple for completed actions that are in the past. 

  

 Michael Jackson had many number one hits. (= he doesn’t have number one hits now) 

 He has been fired three times! (= his life is not finished) 

 

2 Whether we use the Present Perfect or Past Simple often depends on how we see 

the action. If we see it as related to the present, we use the Present Perfect. If we 

see it as finished and in the past, we use the Past Simple. 

  

 Susan has had a baby. It’s a boy! (= the event is important now) 

 Susan had a baby a month ago. (= the event isn’t so important now) 

 

 


